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Listing of Claim s 

Although no claims are being amended, the following complete listing of claims is 
being offered for the Examiner's convenience. 

1 ■ (Previously Presented) An elastic film: 

consisting essentially of a thermoplastic polyurethane elastomer and a 
filler, said thermoplastic polyurethane elastomer comprising hard segments and soft 
segments, said film having an original length, a stretched length, and a final unbiased 
length, and wherein, after being stretched from its original length to the stretched 
length, the film is relaxed to the final unbiased length, the final unbiased length being at 
least two times its original length and wherein during stretching micropores form 
adjacent filler particles; 

said thermoplastic polyurethane elastomer undergoing phase separation 
between said soft segments and said hard segments after said film layer has been 
relaxed to the final unbiased length, said film layer having a WTVR of at least 1000g/m 2 
- 24 hours. 

2. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as described in claim 1 , wherein 
said film is elastic such that, upon application of a force is stretchable to a biased length 
of at least 1 33% of its relaxed length and will recover at least 50% of its elongation 
upon release of said force. 

3. (Original) An elastic film as defined in claim 1 , wherein said thermoplastic 
polyurethane elastomer comprises an ether-based polyurethane. 

4. (Original) An elastic film as defined in claim 1 , wherein said thermoplastic 
polyurethane elastomer comprises an ester-based polyurethane, 

5. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 1 , wherein said 
film contains said filler in an amount of at least 20% by volume. 

6. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 1 , wherein said 
film contains said filler in an amount of at least 30% by volume. 

7. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 1 . wherein said 
film has a WTVR of at least 2000g/m 2 - 24 hours. 
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8. (Original) An elastic film as defined In claim 1 , wherein said filler 
comprises calcium carbonate, barium sulfate, or mixtures thereof. 

9. Canceled. 

10. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 1 , wherein said 
stretched length is from about four times to about seven times the original length and 
said final unbiased length is from about three times to about five times the original 
length. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 1, wherein said 
film has a basis weight of less than about 100 gsm. 

1 2. (Original) An elastic film as defined in claim 1 , wherein the thermoplastic 
polyurethane elastomer undergoes phase separation for at least 1 hour after having 
been stretched. 

13. (Original) An elastic film as defined in claim 1 , wherein the thermoplastic 
polyurethane elastomer undergoes phase separation for at least 24 hours after having 
been stretched. 

14. (Previously Presented) An elastic film comprising: 

an elastic polymer film material and a filler, the elastic pofymer film 
material consisting of a thermoplastic polyurethane elastomer, said filler being present 
in an amount of at least 20% by volume, said film being stretched an amount sufficient 
to form micropores within said efastic film, said thermoplastic polyurethane elastomer 
being an ether-based polyurethane or an ester-based polyurethane. 

1 5. (Original) An elastic film as defined in claim 14, wherein said 
thermoplastic polyurethane elastomer contains hard segments and soft segments and 
wherein phase separation between said soft segments and said hard segments has 
occurred after said film has been stretched. 

1 6. (Original) An elastic film as defined in claim 1 5, wherein said film has 
been stretched at least four times its original length. 

1 7. (Original) An elastic film as defined in claim 1 5, wherein said film has 
been stretched from about four times to about seven times its original length to a 



PAGE 6112 « RCVD AT 6/4/2004 4:31:24 PM (Eastern Daylight Time] « SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 ' DNIS:87293D6 * CSID:8642337342 • DURATION (mm-ss):0340 



06/04/04 FRI 15:32 FAS 8642337342 



DORITY & MANNING 



EI007 



App. No. 09/99B.001 

Response After Final Dated June 4. 2004 
Reply to final Office Action of April 8, 2004 



stretched length and then relaxed to a final unbiased length prior to a substantial 
amount of said phase separation occurring, said final unbiased length being at least two 
times said original length. 

18. (Original) An elastic film as defined in claim 14, wherein said film has a 
WTVR of at least 2000g/m z - 24 hours. 

19- (Original) An elastic film as defined in claim 14, wherein said film is elastic 
such that, upon application of a force, is stretchable to a biased length of at least 133% 
of its relaxed length and will recover at least 50% of its elongation upon release of said 
force. 

20*40. (Canceled) 

41 . (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 1 , wherein the 
elastic film is contained in a laminate, the laminate including a support layer bonded to 
the elastic film. 

42. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 41 , wherein the 
laminate comprises a stretch-bonded laminate. 

43. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 41 , wherein the 
laminate comprises a neck-bonded laminate. 

44. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 14, wherein the 
elastic film is contained in a laminate, the laminate including a support layer bonded to 
the elastic film. 

45. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 44, wherein the 
laminate comprises a stretch-bonded laminate. 

46. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 44, wherein the 
laminate comprises a neck-bonded laminate. 

47-57. (Canceled) 

58. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as def ned in claim 1 , wherein the 
microporaus film layer further contains a stabilizer. 

59. (Previously Presented) An elastic film as defined in claim 14, wherein the 
elastic film further contains a stabilizer. 
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